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all probability not result in the satis-
faction of execution on a judgment.

(2) Correction for inadequate reporting.
If the expenditure is taxable only be-
cause of a failure to obtain a full and
complete report as required by section
4945(h)(2) or because of a failure to
make a full and detailed report as re-
quired by section 4945(h)(3), correction
may be accomplished by obtaining or
making the report in question. In addi-
tion, if the expenditure is taxable only
because of a failure to obtain a full and
complete report as required by section
4945(h)(2) and an investigation indi-
cates that no grant funds have been di-
verted to any use not in furtherance of
a purpose specified in the grant, correc-
tion may be accomplished by exerting
all reasonable efforts to obtain the re-
port in question and reporting the fail-
ure to the Internal Revenue Service,
even though the report is not finally
obtained.

(3) Correction for failure to obtain ad-
vance approval. Where an expenditure is
taxable under section 4945(d)(3) only be-
cause of a failure to obtain advance ap-
proval of procedures with respect to
grants as required by section 4945(g),
correction may be accomplished by ob-
taining approval of the grant making
procedures and establishing to the sat-
isfaction of the Commissioner that:

(i) no grant funds have been diverted
to any use not in furtherance of a pur-
pose specified in the grant;

(ii) the grant making procedures in-
stituted would have been approved if
advance approval of such procedures
had been properly requested; and

(iii) where advance approval of grant
making procedures is subsequently re-
quired, such approval will be properly
requested.

(e) Certain periods—(1) Taxable period.
For purposes of section 4945, the term
‘‘taxable period’’ means, with respect
to any taxable expenditure, the period
beginning with the date on which the
taxable expenditure occurs and ending
on the earlier of:

(i) The date of mailing of a notice of
deficiency under section 6212 with re-
spect to the tax imposed on taxable ex-
penditures by section 4945(a)(1); or

(ii) The date on which the tax im-
posed by section 4945(a)(1) is assessed.

(2) Cross reference. For rules relating
to taxable events that are corrected
within the correction period, defined in
section 4963(e), see section 4961(a) and
the regulations thereunder.

[T.D. 7215, 37 FR 23161, Oct. 31, 1972, as
amended by T.D. 7299, 38 FR 35305, Dec. 27,
1973; T.D. 7527, 42 FR 64625, Dec. 27, 1977; T.D.
8084, 51 FR 16303, May 2, 1986]

§ 53.4945–2 Propaganda influencing
legislation.

(a) Propaganda influencing legislation,
etc.—(1) In general. Under section
4945(d)(1) the term ‘‘taxable expendi-
ture’’ includes any amount paid or in-
curred by a private foundation to carry
on propaganda, or otherwise to at-
tempt, to influence legislation. An ex-
penditure is an attempt to influence
legislation if it is for a direct or grass
roots lobbying communication, as de-
fined in § 56.4911–2 (without reference to
§§ 56.4911–2(b)(3) and 56.4911–2(c)) and
§ 56.4911–3. See, however, paragraph (d)
of this section for exceptions to the
general rule of this paragraph (a)(1).

(2) Expenditures for membership com-
munications. Section 56.4911–5, which
provides special rules for electing pub-
lic charities’ communications with
their members, does not apply to pri-
vate foundations. Thus, whether a pri-
vate foundation’s communications
with its members (assuming it has any)
are lobbying communications is deter-
mined solely under § 56.4911–2 and with-
out reference to § 56.4911–5. However,
where a private foundation makes a
grant to an electing public charity,
§ 56.4911–5 applies to the electing public
charity’s communications with its own
members. Therefore, in the limited
context of determining whether a pri-
vate foundation’s grant to an electing
public charity is a taxable expenditure
under section 4945, the § 56.4911–5 mem-
bership rules apply. For example, if the
grant is specifically earmarked for a
communication from the electing pub-
lic charity to its members and the
communication is, because of § 56.4911–
5, a nonlobbying communication, the
grant is not a taxable expenditure
under section 4945.

(3) Jointly funded projects. A private
foundation will not be treated as hav-
ing paid or incurred any amount to at-
tempt to influence legislation merely
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